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: It is constantly necc»sely for
the United States to keep in-
-formed of what is going on in the
world, and the nuedxdellce serv-
ices are assigned the “function of
- finding and bringing in the data
- which'is so vitally important.
To improve the calibre of the
work being done, and to reas-
* sess the cosls, President Rich-
< ard M. Nixon has stepped up the
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Obtamlnb ..uch mfonnatlon
is not easy, nor is it conventional.

. Intelligence can include such di-

globe in space.-

: authoritv of Richard Helms, di- .

T rector of the Central lntelllﬂencc
! Agency (CIA), to do a thoxouvh
Job of reorganizing.

. Helmas iz & collently smhd to
do ihis. He iThighly regarded on
+ all sides in \\a:un.mv Fe can
haidla the rnissien assimn'-f' l‘-’m

v

The average citizen some-
- times finds it hald to see why in-
telligence services are necded.
He does not cotfon to the idea of
“spying.” But once he stops to
- think.about it, he can understand

LR

in the world today — actions,
. events, batiles of opinion within
nations, and policy decisions to
. name only a few—that a free na-
tion needs all the information it

. course,
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can get if it is to chart 1ts ewn

it. So many things are happening

tion.

verse o*)eratwns as posling a
sentry on a hill in South Viet-
nam, to cracking codes, to send-
ing satellites ﬂ)mcf around the

We hope that Helms in

-studying all the infelligence agen-

cies of the nation, w All find ways

-{o step up their ability to per-

form, plus the fac111tatm<r of an-
lysxs that leads fo conelusions

sembled.
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'ﬁom facts and appearances as- -

We hope also that div elsxtv of
servicés will not be lost, ine ‘the

course of mﬂeasnw of cooxdma-

“all the things which sho_u!d be

Helms has called mtelhdence

known in advance of initiating

~action.” There are three major

steps involved—acquiring the in-
formation; analyzing it, and vs-

ing it. Helmis has the job of im- .

proving at least the first two.
President Nixon figures

Helms can cut $1 billion from the

cost. The appointment fits in

with proper government purpose :
—to improve service, while cut- -

ting down on' bureaucracy, and
lessemng cost to Lhe ta\payer '
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A number of persons — in-
cluding high-ranking members of
. Congress who should know better
* __are making allegations today
that the U.S. is a police state,
and that government agencics
are collecting data on citizens
for repressive purposes.

If this were really a police
state, no parson could make such
claims. He would be clappad in
prison immediately, and probab-
ly removed permanznily from
the scene. :

.But some Congressional
leaders, especially thosc with as-
pirations for the Democratic
presidential nemination in 1972,
have made noisy charges about

- surveillance, and about the agen-
cies which are set up for the se-
curity of the country, both inter-
nally and externally.

President Richard M. Nixon,
in the interview conducted with

- six top U.S. editors Friday night,
effectively answered the loose
charges. '

' America is no police state,

- he told the editors and the na-
tion. He has been in a police
state, he said, and it can be add-

-ed that any American who has
been in a police state can imme-

- diately testify to the differences.

Mr. Nixon also defended J.
Edgar Hoover, director of the
FBI, who has been under heavy

_‘attack from some Senators. Mr.

* Nixon termed the criticism of the
FBI head as “unfair and malici-

,ous.”

! The President outlined the

" number_of wiretaps being made
by the FBI for national security
_purposes, and said -that there

were fewer in the past two years

s Mo Police Stgie

than under the Johnson admin-
istration. Others, he said, were
made with court permission, with
a large percentage for the fight
on drugs.

Earlier in the wask, the head

of tha CIA, Richard Halms, spoke

to the editors’ convention and ef-
fectively answered charges made
2gainst his organization. The
ClA, he assaried, is not the “in-
visible government’” that iis
foes say it is.

“In short,” he said, “the Cen- -

tral Intelligence Agency is not..

and cannof be its own master. 1t
is the servant of the United
States government, uadertaking”
what that government asks it to
do. under the direction and con-
trols the government has estah-
lished. We make no foreign pel-
icy.

The FBI is the internal
watchdog, and

ways to plant bombs, and fo-

mentors of violence want no

restraints on their subversive ac-
tivities, the FBI is sorely necded.
The CIA is our external watch-
dog, and as Helms pcinted out/
we need its intelligence as much
for waging peacc as for con-
ducting military cperations. .
It would be unthinkable to .
try to overate a government
without the FBI or the CIA—as.
agencies of the government. re-
snonsible to government. That
does not mean thev can ever
evade their responsibility to be .

resnonsive, But any move that ;

weakens their standing, and
hampers their work., can have
eritical effects on the future of '
the nation. |

in these davs’
when cranks can dream up new’
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